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NCAL awards: AL leaders of the year

The National Center for Assisted Living (NCAL) has announced the winners of its 2014 NCAL Awards
Program.

NCAL Noble Caregiver in Assisted Living: Connie Leinberger, activity coordinator at Harmony of
Riverview Village, Menomonee Falls, Wis. Leinberger has created multiple activity programs to keep
residents engaged, inspired and active within the community.

NCAL Administrator of the Year: Jean Cannon, executive director at Aspen House Memory Care
Assisted Living, Loveland, Colo. In 2013, the Colorado Health Care Association also named her
Administrator of the Year.

NCAL Assisted Living Nurse of the Year: Laura Cardillo, RN, CDP, CVW, director of wellness at The
Avalon at Hillsborough, Hillsborough, N.J. Cardillo also serves as a dementia educator, bringing
accolades to her community from the National Council of Certified Dementia Care Practitioners.

NCAL National Assisted Living Week Programming Award: Cathy Roark of Riverside Lodge
Retirement Community in Grand Island, Neb. Roark kept residents active and involved during National
Assisted Living Week with activities that combined fun, food, community and respect for others.

The winners will be honored at the 2014 American Health Care Association/NCAL convention in October.
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Pilot system could connect home to hospital
July 24, 2014

Researchers are testing sensors to monitor seniors and sync their ongoing health information between their
homes and acute care sites. after they leave the hospital. What could this development mean for long-term
care?  

Using an EHR to reduce medication errors in LTC
July 24, 2014

A study reveals that improved workflow in an EHR can significantly reduce medication errors in an LTC
setting.  

New dementia care support program launched
July 24, 2014

A new Alzheimer's and dementia-focused association offers training and support for caregivers.  

Joint Commission offers free infection educational module
July 23, 2014

Bring staff on board to apply reliability principles in their efforts to prevent and control the incidents of
infection in the congregate setting of long-term care.

Those with dementia benefit from peer support groups
July 23, 2014

Peer support groups positively affect people in the early stages of dementia, according to the results of a
project.

Finding advance directives in an EHR
July 23, 2014

Most electronic health record systems lack a central location for advanced directives, a study finds.  

'Stand-up' beds add options to breathing care
July 23, 2014

Pilot tests of a bed that tilts straight up can counteract long periods of bedrest.  

MatrixCare partners with Johns Hopkins to reduce falls
July 22, 2014

An agreement between MatrixCare and Johns Hopkins will provide EHR users with a falls-risk assessment
tool.  

Effect of Mediterranean diet on cognitive decline varies by race:
study
July 22, 2014

The Mediterranean diet may have broad health benefits, but its effect on cognitive decline differs among
race-specific populations, according to a new study.
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Fall risk: Older adults safer when walking for pleasure rather than
necessity
July 22, 2014

Older adults are at a greater danger of falling when walking for utilitarian purposes such as shopping and
appointments than when walking for recreation, according to a new study.

105-year-old resident throws first pitch at baseball game
July 21, 2014

A retirement community's staff members help a resident become the oldest person to throw out a ceremonial
first pitch at a professional baseball game.

21 incontinence measures added to national database
July 18, 2014

The National Quality Measures Clearinghouse database of the federal Agency for Healthcare Research and
Quality is adding 21 evidence-based quality measures related to urinary incontinence.

Gardens benefit those with dementia
July 18, 2014

Gardens in long-term care settings promote relaxation, stimulate memories, encourage activity and reduce
agitation among residents who have dementia, a new study finds.

Face may hold clues to heart, lung issues
July 17, 2014

Residents whose range of facial expressions seems decreased may be cluing you in on a serious heart or
lung problem, according to new research. The findings may prove helpful as more consultations are
performed using telemedicine technology, the authors say.

AOD acquires Stratis, adds home care
July 17, 2014

Two software services companies join forces to offer end-to-end software solutions and to include home
care in the data continuum.
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