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Innovator Award for
2015 for its “Memory
Matters” dementia
program.  RVNA’s
Natalie Farrar, MSN,
RN, and Theresa
Santoro, RVNA
president and CEO,
accepted the award
on behalf of the
agency at the VNANE

annual meeting in Sturbridge, MA on October 1, 2015.

The criteria for the Innovator Award is an improvement
to, or the introduction of, a service or process that
reduces patient care costs, improves patient care
quality or outcomes, and improves access to
appropriate to patient care services.

RVNA developed “Memory Matters,” a specialty patient
care program, in the fall of 2014, that has been
implemented in collaboration with a local assisted living
facility.  Additionally, RVNA has made a significant and
ongoing commitment to advancing dementia
education and care. RVNA invested in training so that all
clinical staff are now certified by the National Council of
Certified Dementia Practitioners, and all
paraprofessional staff are trained to make a difference
in patient care.

“Memory Matters” uses RVNA skilled clinicians to perform
multi-disciplinary patient assessments and to develop
individualized, patient-focused care plans, identifying
what these patients are able to do instead of focusing
on what they cannot do and determining how their
care can be delivered most effectively.  These
assessments are performed by RVNA registered nurses;
physical, speech and occupational therapists; and
medical social workers.

RVNA President and CEO Theresa Santoro said,
“Receiving this award is immensely gratifying.  Our staff,
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led by Natalie Farrar, have the vision and foresight to
identify medical needs in our population, and the drive
to meet those needs through the development of
innovative programs and services.  I couldn’t be more
proud of their achievement.”

The U.S population is aging dramatically and dementia
is generally an illness of older adults.  Alzheimer’s disease
is the most common form of dementia, and currently
more than 5 million Americans have Alzheimer’s
disease.  The number of people affected is expected to
increase fourfold by 2050.  Someone develops
Alzheimer’s disease every 68 seconds in the U.S., and the
costs for treatment and care are currently a staggering
$203 billion annually.  RVNA recognized that there
needed to be greater emphasis on the care of this
population by specially trained staff.

About RVNA

Founded in 1914, RVNA is a non-profit, fully-accredited,
Medicare-certified home health care agency that also
supports public health and safety, and promotes the
highest quality of life. Services include skilled nursing,
rehabilitation therapies, social work services, disease
management, an aging-in-place program, a travel
health specialist, immunization and vaccination clinics,
and educational and wellness programs.

To Contact RVNA

Call RVNA at 203-438-5555. Visit RVNA at
www.ridgefieldvna.org.
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Beautifully written and perfect example of the gifts we, the hospice
advocates, experience for those we have the honor of caring
for...READ MORE: https://www.yahoo.com/health/ive-been-there-
for-hundreds-of-dying-people-124840810948.html...
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CT Bites - Your Guide to Great Food

Land, Farm, and Sea: A First Impression of Mill Street Bar & Table Now
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CT Bites Oct 04 2015| 9:58 pm

Now open in the Byram neighborhood of Greenwich, Mill Street Bar &
Table celebrates American seasonal fine dining in one of Connecticut’s
most elegant tavern-inspired settings. Executive Chef and Managing
Partner of Mill Street is Greenwich native Geoff Lazlo (whom we know
and love from The Whelk and...
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